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It is estimated that the cheetah originated over five million years ago, long before many of the other big cats.










The facial tear line is unique to the cheetah; it is one of the most distinguishing characteristics among large African cats.
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The leopard is a much more powerful cat than the cheetah. The average leopard may weigh as much as the largest of
male cheetahs, approximately sixty-four kilograms (one-hundred forty pounds).

A visual difference between the two cats is their coat pattern: spots of leopards are formed as rosettes (above), cheetahs
have solid separated spots, oval or round in shape (opposite, top right).
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In contrast to the leopard, the cheetah'’s teeth are smaller, allowing for larger nasal passages to facilitate

air intake during high-speed chases. The cheetah’s muzzle is flatter, the ears are set back, and its eyes

are large, well-spaced, and designed for good bifocal vision. All of these features provide advantages
for speed.
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The leopard’s physique is better suited for climbing, stealth, stalking and pouncing.
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Young cheetahs are playful
and often demonstrate mock
hunting by stalking, chasing,
pouncing and interacting with
siblings.



As the sun sets and optimum visibility is reduced, it becomes less likely that this cheetah will hunt for food.

Rarely do cheetahs move about at night
since they are diurnal, resting at night and active
during the day. In daylight hours, however, activ-
ity is usually confined to the cooler periods - the
start and end of the day. Instinctively the large
cat knows how to conserve energy and how to
keep cool when out on the hot African plains.
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Just before sunrise, this cheetah missed an attempt
fo take an impala. As the sun rises, the steam from
the cheetah’s increased body heat is visibly expend-
ed in the cool morning air.






From a static position, cheetahs have been known to accelerate to seventy-two kph (forty-five mph) in only two seconds - an amazing burst of speed.




As the sun begins to sink toward the horizon, cheetahs will take advantage of the cooler temperatures to move about, mark territory and possibly
hunt before dark.




In l‘f?e wild, cheetahs often use mounds for spotting game. However, it has been observed that they also use them frequently in captivity if they are
available. Some believe cheetahs that have access to mounds in captive conditions demonstrate less stress.
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Approximately ten thousand years ago at the end of the last ice age, a large number of mammals became extinct. The cheetah species was also
nearly extinguished. Subsequent population bottlenecks reduced the cheetah population even further to an estimated one hundred thousand in
1900. It is likely that less than fifteen thousand exist today.
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ENDANGERED OR NOT

Like proverbial spots before your eyes, cheetahs are here one
moment and gone the next. That is because the animal is reputedly
the fastest creature on earth, reaching speeds of up to one hundred
fourteen kph (seventy mph). If you're fortunate enough to witness
these animals in the wild, it will be a memorable experience.
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The length of a cheetah’s stride at top speed is about nine meters (almost thirty feet).
















On the plains of Eastern Africa, cheetahs are able to gain a good view of the landscape. This, however, can also work against the cat, allowing both
Prey and other predators to more easily spot the cheetah.
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SOCIETY OF SPOTS

Traditionally cheetahs have been regarded as solitary cats.
However, they are frequently seen in groups - a mother with young or
a coalition of male adults. The latter usually originates from male
littermates remaining together in adulthood. The females of that litter
separate from the group and become solitary.
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Mothers generally take good care of their young, providing protection and affection.
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A mother will nurse her cubs for the first three to four months. Lactating females require twice as much food as they normally would and therefore
must hunt more frequently. Cubs remain dependent upon their mother for about eighteen months.




Maie cubs are likely to form relationships which keep them together for life. After independence, a female may stay with other siblings for a short
time; however, she will eventually break away to lead a solitary existence. This system of social males and solitary females is unique among cat
Species.

Litters vary in size, the average being three or four cubs, although up to eight have been recorded. Large lit-
_ters probably correspond with the high mortality rate of cheetah cubs and are a compensatory factor. Numbers vary
In different areas, but in the wild, cub mortality is extremely high, particularly for cubs less than six months of age. In
the South African lowveld, cub mortality is estimated as high as seventy percent and in the Serengeti (Tanzania) as
high as eighty percent.
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After becoming separated during a hunt, this male cheetah calls its companion.
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Like most cats, cheetahs spend a fair amount of time resting. In hot weather, they can spend up to ninety percent of their time lying in the shade.




After a
meal, cheetah
affeCﬁOn . ahs often groom 0 - L
. This b : ne another by licki
ehavior may also advance bondfn; égfff én z?gy gemonsrrare this behavior within famil
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A cheetah on the Serengeti plains uses a technique sometimes employed when concealment is not a viable option. It casually approaches the group
of animals. The trigger point for the chase will be when one of the animals takes flight. This cheetah will focus on an animal that it is capable of
bringing down - not likely one of the adult zebras in the background.
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Cheetahs are not adept at defending themselves. Built for speed, not confrontation, they use several methods to try and intimidate potential attackers.

Their most aggressive behavior is a lunge forward with the front legs hitting the ground simultaneously accompanied by hissing, spitting, growling and
a show of teeth. Although this can be convincing, there is little to back it up, and cheetahs will quickly retreat before risking injury to themselves.
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These two adult males have approached a female with four male sub-adult cubs. The female tries to fend off the two males in an effort to pro-
tect her offspring. One theory is that if the males kill or drive off the cubs, the female will come into estrus.
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Photograph courtesy of Thomas D. Mangelsen



Later, the female and her four sub-adult cubs take shelter alongside stationary vehicles as the two males continue to harass them. Eventually
{he males move off, leaving the female and her offspring unharmed. However, other cases record conflicts so violent that some have resulted
In cheetah deaths.
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Photograph courtesy of Thomas D. Mangelsen



Cheetah aggression can appear to be quite intimidating - ears back, nose wrinkled and teeth showing. However, cheetahs are not likely to engage
in this behavior unless provoked or threatened.




A cheetah is unlike other
wild cats in that once tamed,
usually it will not revert back
to a state of wildness. When
meeting a human, a deep-
throated purr is generally the
first indication of a tamed
animal, and like domestic
cats, lasting recognition and
deep affectionate bonds can
develop between tamed
cheetahs and humans.

Cheetahs display typical
Cat gestures, such as licking,
head rubbing, front feet
Stamping accompanied by
growling and hissing (aggres-
sion), head ducking and
Snarling (aggression). The
most common characteristic
is the casual aloofness that
all cats possess.

Cheetahs can develop strong bonds with humans.
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Head rubbing is common most often in litters, but also among coalition members.
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This magnificent pelt is a rare occurrence in the wild.







This is an example of the normal-spotted coat, by far the most commonly encountered.
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Prior to the research conducted at De Wildt, there was widespread speculation as to the classification of
the king cheetah (above). Some considered it a subspecies, while others viewed it as a hybrid between
leopard and cheetah. It may have been a king cheetah at the root of a legendary Zimbabwean cat which

was said to be neither lion, leopard nor cheetah.
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The king variety of cheetah is the result of a recessive gene, similar in origin to other animals such as the ‘spirit bear’, a white or pale colored black
bear found in Canada, and the ‘black panther’, an all black jaguar which still bears its typical rosette spots found in Central and South America. There
is one reliable report of an all-black cheetah sighted in 1925 in Kenya.

In the case of the king cheetah, the face markings
are similar to those of the normal-spotted cheetah, but
the cheeks and forehead are darkly mottled. The beige
to white background of the king cheetah is marked with
black lozenge-shaped patterns which form long stripes
down the length of the back. It is an exceptionally hand-
some pelt and one can understand why this specimen
was hunted in preference to its more common spotted
relative.

Each king cheetah has a unique and recognizable coat pattern, as indi-
vidual as the human fingerprint.
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A king and a normal-spotted cub may be born in the same litter, provided the mother is carrying the gene for the king coat.

Although to the human eye a king cheetah’s coat provides excellent camouflage, it has yet to be ascertained whether the coat
is actually an advantage or disadvantage during hunting or when eluding predators. Sightings of kings in the wild are extreme-
ly rare, leading to speculation that the coat may be a disadvantage. However, low numbers may be due to the paucity of king
gene carriers or even to a high percentage of animals being killed for their unique coats.

71
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At about ten days, cubs will begin to open their eyes and their milk teeth will also start to grow. The cubs above are twelve days old.

Recessive genes must be present in both parents to produce a king offspring.
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In 1981, the first king cheetah to be born in
captivity was at The De Wildt Cheetah Centre,
near Pretoria, South Africa. Since then more
than sixty king cheetahs have been born at the
Centre as part of an ongoing endangered wildlife
program. Because records of each king-gene
carrier are meticulously kept, profiles can be built
enabling wildlife researchers to understand and
observe implications of small gene pools
amongst wild animals.



Unlike the genetic coat variation of the king, coats of cheetahs can occasionally vary based on environmental factors. Cheetahs living in the Sahara
Desert region tend to be paler in color and it is logical to assume that over time these animals have adapted to their environment in order to survive.
It is common in other animals for variations of coat color, animal size or length of fur to occur, thus providing better camouflage or protection in their
Surroundings.
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A cheetah family develops strong bonds between mother and cub and between siblings.
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MOTHER AND CUB

An adult female is old enough to bear a litter at the age of about
two years. Cheetahs do not have a particular season for cycling, and
a mother is capable of coming into season immediately after losing a
litter of cubs - an event which frequently occurs in the wild. Normally,
however, a female will only come into estrus again once her cubs are
full grown - about two years.

77



Mothers take full responsibility for raising cubs since fathers are absent and play no part.




Cubs are completely dependent upon their mother from the time they are born until they separate. At about seven to eight months, offspring will
begin to take part in hunting, yet they are not able to survive unaided during this training period and rely on their mother’s hunting to sustain them.

The fact that she is in estrus is signalled to males through excreted hormones. Once a male has been accept-
ed by the female, a process of mounting, playing, being repelled and acceptance follows - all of which can last a few
days. Thereafter the male will disappear, playing no role whatsoever in the care and upkeep of his offspring.
Pregnancy lasts from ninety to ninety-five days.




Cubs are playful and unaware of what the future holds for them. The vast majority of cheetah cubs born in the wild do not survive. The chances of
reaching maturity increase slightly if the young live in areas where there are lower numbers of competing predators - especially lions.
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By the time the cubs are full grown the mantle will have disappeared, although vestiges of long fur may remain
on the neck and shoulder area.

The female cheetah must by nature be a strong and capable mother, for in her society no nursemaid or family
support exists. After giving birth, the lactating mother must feed her cubs, defend them from predators and also pro-
cure her own food. Probably as a security measure, a mother moves her young every few days to a new lair. She
holds a cub in her mouth by the scruff of its neck, carrying the litter one by one. Mothers are very protective of their
young at all times and will be unusually aggressive if approached when the litter is new-born.

After ten or twelve days the eyes of the cubs open. In the beginning the iris is very dark in color, but it turns to
golden brown within weeks. Cubs are suckled for about five or six weeks and are then offered meat by the mother.
After three weeks the cubs begin to try to walk, and by six weeks the youngsters are ready for their first outing with
their mother. At this early stage, they are still on shaky legs and mother has to make frequent ‘chirrp’ and ‘chirr’ calls
to urge them on.
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Abundance and variety of food enhances cheetah cub survival. Cheetah births are not seasonal, and it has been observed in some areas that con-
ception is more frequent when high levels of prey are available. 82






Playful antics will help devel-
op the necessary skills for
hunting and protection.

Cheetah cubs will spend
many hours of the day inter-
acting.

After wrestling and chasing,
cubs are likely to show mutual
affection for one another.
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Chasing, fleeing and tripping one another, these cubs begin to learn how to use their bodies and keep their balance.
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Hunting is taught to the young by the mother in a gradual process. In the early stages, a mother often brings a
small kill to her cubs who are not yet capable of bringing down an animal on their own. But as cubs’ prowess devel-
ops, so do their bodies. In time, after about two years, they are no longer cubs - they are adults.

The mother will break away from her cubs at about eighteen to twenty months. The littermates stay together as
a unit for awhile, after which the females will leave the males, as each female seeks out her own territory. Males fre-
quently remain together as a coalition.
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Cheetahs are polyestrous and can therefore give birth to cubs at any time of year. Should a female lose her cubs, she may come into estrus with-
in a few weeks.
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When a female cheetah g : 5 == .
unaware of her departure. A female cheetah leads a difficult life, being solitary by nature and raising cubs with no support system.
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A coalition of males will have more success defending territory and hunting than will a solitary male.

Preceding pages: After chasing a herd of wildebeest, the larger animals turn on the cheetah.
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THE HUNTER

Known as an efficient hunter, a cheetah has speed on its side and
will kill only when hungry or to feed young (in the case of females).
Acceleration, as opposed to sustained speed, is the cheetah’'s main
asset. In a mere two to three seconds, and often from a static position,
it can reach a speed of up to one hundred fourteen kph (seventy mph).
A cheetah cannot maintain a chase for any length of time. The essence
of its hunting technique is the high-speed spurt and the element of
surprise.
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Unlike heavier cats, such as lions or leopards, cheetahs do not need muscular strength to subdue their prey: speed
is their asset. Stalking can take up to half an hour and sometimes prey is not stalked at all. A moving animal is always
selected over a stationary one.

Towards the end of a chase, cheetahs use their sharp dewclaws to hook prey, throwing it off balance or slowing it down. Another favorite tech-
nique is to trip the prey with a forefoot, knocking its hind leg out from under it.




Like lions, cheetahs may resort to clan or team hunting as a technique. There have been instances recorded where
mothers with near-adult cubs have hunted in unison, as well as groups of males together in coalitions.

As one cheetah keeps a wary eye out for intruders, the others will continue to eat. It is not unusual for cheetahs to share this sentry duty.




With the possibility of losing their catch, cheetahs normally eat as much as they can in as little time as
possible. This cheetah has just gorged itself on a kill.
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Keeping a keen watch for unwanted company, this cheetah finishes off a blesbok, leaving the head.
Normally only the soft flesh of an animal is consumed.
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A mother drags an impala over four kilometers (two and a half
miles), mostly uphill, to the place she has left her four cubs. When
her cubs are within sight, she is confronted by a hyena and has no
alternative but to relinquish the impala and move her cubs to safety.

99

The final breath of this impala has not yet been taken. The chee-
tah will keep a vise-like grip on the windpipe until this animal is life-
less. It can take several minutes to suffocate the animal. The
cheetah will likely drag the carcass under a tree or bush, seeking
both shade and cover from other animals.






Other targets may ocassionally include the young of larger animals, possibly waterbuck, kudu, nyala, zebra or giraffe.
A coalition of several males will likely have more success capturing larger prey. Cheetahs hunt by stalking or ambushing,
but sometimes from a position of concealment, they take unsuspecting prey by surprise.
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This cheetah pursues a gazelle at top speed in the Serengeti National Park (Tanzania).
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On the heels of a gazelle, a split-second miscalculation in tripping the prey will leave this pursuing cheetah without a meal.
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Cheetahs are well built to hunt both large and small prey. However, small game such as duiker will provide enough food for only
a day or two, after which the cheetah will have to hunt again.










A lion cub approaches an adult male, in a rare and sometimes dangerous behavior. Male lions will often kill cubs, particularly if they are not their own offspring.




7

THE COMPETITORS

Speed is necessary for a cheetah to capture its prey, but at times
it is also needed for escape. This occurs when larger prey turns on
the cheetah or when there is an altercation with another predator.

111
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The greatest threat to lions (other than humans) are other lions. Here, these lionesses retreat with their cubs as
several male lions invade their territory. The next morning, the three smallest cubs are no longer with the pride.




The lion pride provides companionship and support to its members. There are usually around four to eight
females and three to four territorial males in a pride. Often the males are siblings from the same litter.

Even with the cheetah’s speed, it falls to the bottom of the list when it comes to sur-
vival as a predator. The lion is larger, has the pride to help bring down its prey and has
almost every advantage over the cheetah except speed (although lions can reach
speeds of sixty kilometers or nearly forty miles per hour). Like the cheetah, the lion can-
not sustain this speed for long periods. The power of the lion is unmatched by any other
African predator.

113



Lion prides vary in number and the average consists of between fourteen and sixteen members. The animals have
high rates of success with mating and the largest danger facing a lion cub is an adult male lion. Male lions sometimes
see cubs as a threat and accordingly may kill their own cubs. This threat to lion cubs, however, is not as great as those
threats faced by cheetah cubs who are prey to every other predator, including lions.

Lions have a high degree of mating success, and lion cubs have a much higher survival rate than cheetah cubs. It is estimated that in the wild
between two-thirds and three-quarters of all lion cubs survive.
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Cheetahs are not scavengers and will eat only fresh meat. However, lions are opportunists and here a pride of lions enters the third day of eating
an elephant carcass. This elephant was injured in a fire and later died, providing an easy meal for the group.




Because of their strength, size and cooperative hunting techniques, lions can bring down much larger prey than cheetahs. This buffalo weighs
approximately eight hundred kilograms (eighteen hundred pounds).




By day or night, a lion is an efficient hunter. Cool temperatures of the evening and the cover of darkness make night the most suitable time for hunting.










Leopards frequently carry their kills into trees, where they may feed for several days safe from scav-
engers and other predators.
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Should a leopard leave its kill temporarily, sometimes another leopard may take the carcass.

121
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Leopards have stronger canine teeth than cheetahs. When their habitat is destroyed or
usurped, their superior strength and adaptation skills afford them a good chance of survival.
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A large pack of wild dogs is a formidable opponent to almost all other predators, except perhaps lions and hyenas.
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Hyenas are a particular menace to cheetahs. Due to the passive nature of cheetahs, their kills are often easy to steal. A cheetah would risk seri-
ous injury or death if it tried to defend its kill or its cubs against even a single hyena.

Since cheetahs eat fast, move off the kill at the first sign of danger and
rarely return to the kill, jackals are often assured of a meal from the remains
of a cheetah kill.
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Hyenas and jackals often compete for the car-
cass of a cheetah’s kill. Neither scavenger will usu-
ally pass up an opportunity for a meal. Hyenas are
far more aggressive than jackals, though a jackal
can spoil a cheetah kill by making the cheetah nerv-
ous enough to abandon the carcass. The jackal can
also attract other predators which may cause chee-
tahs to move off the carcass.




Servals (left) and caracals (right) occasionally compete with cheetahs for small prey.
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In addition to suffering pressure from other predators, cheetahs have been hunted by man for years. Originally, human predation was by
indigenous people, and later by hunters for sport and fur trading. Now, more often than not, conflict occurs over space.

128




Tens of thousands of hectares of the cheetah’s original habitat have Encroachment on habitat, over-utilization of resources and conver-
sion of land for agricultural use, result in fewer areas where cheetahs

been converted to other uses by humans. In many areas this use is
for livestock, where cheetahs may find a calf an easy meal. Farmers

often resort to killing problem cheetahs.

can roam free.
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Cubs and kings have attracted widespread attention in the media: headlines are from The Pretoria News, The Star, Sunday Times, Rand Daily Mail,
Midlands Observer, SA Digest and SA Panorama.






Veterinarian Henk Bertschinger researches wildlife diseases as part of
his work at De Wildt.

Newborn wild dogs suckle their ever alert mother.

Wildlife diseases have been known to cut
populations significantly, almost overnight. And
so the work goes on and other endangered and
threatened species are bred at De Wildt, includ-
ing African wild dogs, brown hyenas, servals,
African black-footed and small-spotted cats and
a variety of vulture species including the rare
Egyptian vulture.
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The gestation period for cheetahs is between ninety-one and ninety-five days. This mother is due to give birth shortly and she stands in front of
the new birth shelter in which her cubs will be born.

Pregnant mothers are kept apart in the nursery section
where sheltered huts simulate the long grass of the habitat
where wild cats would hide their cubs. If mothers prove to be
poor feeders and abandon their young, those cubs are
removed from them. These litters are hand-reared, and at
first they are bottle-fed every three hours.

Assistant director Vanessa Bouwer handles young
cubs removed from their mother who would not or
could not feed them properly.
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Daybreak at De Wildt sees a truck
winding its way through the enclosures,
loaded with food for the animals. In sum-
mer the sun has already risen and the ani-
mals eagerly await the small truck’s arrival.
Winter mornings on the highveld are much
cooler, but food is no less attractive in the
pale early morning light. Always on the
menu are chicken and horsemeat for adults
and commercial pet food for youngsters. At
feeding time, enclosures are checked for
no-shows, a sign of illness, injury, birthing
or behavioral change, and the condition of
all is noted - especially pregnant mothers,
cubs and the elderly.

To these cubs it seems the food truck will never come.




Curator Alan Strachan distributes meat and chickens.
139
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Marilyn Dean aids blind children in handling a cheetah for the first time.
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The night before this cheetah was to be released, a pride of lions approached the boma where he was housed. The cheetah became so agitated
by the presence of the lions that in the commotion he broke his two front legs. He was transferred to The De Wildt Cheetah and Wildlife Centre for
veterinary care and recovery. Unfortunately, after two years of care, he experienced complications from which he eventually died.
















Under this governing body De Wildt
formed its own working group in 2001, the
Wild Cheetah Management Program
(WCMP). Funding for this program comes
both from De Wildt and overseas donors.
Deon Cilliers, Chairman and Manager, and
Kelly Wilson, Field Research Officer for
WCMP, have met with more than 400 farmers
in a dozen group encounters and hundreds of
individual meetings. At the end of 2002 the
program was successful in rescuing 47 chee-
tahs. The initial results are positive and
demonstrate that this is a workable approach.

Deon Cilliers, chairman and manager of the NCMP, injects a drug to
awaken a sedated cheetah after relocation.
















As the NCMP expands, the requirements for infrastructure also grow. De Wildt has partnered with the Nature
Conservation Trust (NCT) of South Africa to provide additional resources. The NCT has established the Jubatus
Cheetah Reserve, comprised of 5,000 hectares (12,000 acres) in the Limpopo Province. The primary objectives of

the reserve are to support the NCMP by providing cheetah holding facilities, to extend De Wildt's research, and to
enhance the possibilities of maintaining sustainable cheetah populations in South Africa.

The two unrelated male cheetahs released on the Jubatus Cheetah Reserve successfully bonded after about three months. They were originally
kept separate in two adjoining pens. After they became more familiar with each other, they were allowed access to one another. The final step in

bonding was to release them into a 1 hectare (2.5 acre) enclosure to determine if they would stay together or separate when put into a larger area.
The bonding was accomplished prior to their release onto 1,100 hectares (2,718 acres).
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Jubatus Cheetah Reserve currently has appropriate holding areas for twenty cheetahs. This provides the NCMP
with facilities to hold rescued cheetahs in the heart of the problem area until they can be permanently relocated to a
game reserve. The Jubatus Cheetah Reserve also provides overflow facilities for De Wildt and has plans to expand
the amount of cheetah enclosures in the future to support the needs of the NCMP, WCMP and the De Wildt Captive
Breeding Program. Other objectives of the reserve also include the provision of large open areas to expand De
Wildt's research into the free-ranging cheetah’s behavior.

| —

Two temporary residents of Jubatus try their skills at wrestling.
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A thorn is an inconvenience to this cheetah. He quickly forgets about it a few minutes later when a herd of impala approach.







After a comfortable evening rest in the cool and soft sand of a dry river bed, this cheetah comes to life as the sun begins to rise.
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Cheetahs get a large part of their required fluids through their kills. However, on a hot day they will take advantage of available water.
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Farmers who are cheetah-friendly receive a sign, like the one above, to post on their property.
The signs are distributed by the National Cheetah Management Program and are intended to
help create awareness and support for the program.









When the day starts, the cheetahs are alert and the cubs stay close to their mother.




EPILOGUE

A DAY IN THE LIFE
OF A CHEETAH MOTHER

This story provides a brief glimpse of the vulnerability of chee-
tahs. Constantly fighting the battle to survive, the cheetah population
faces the most difficult challenges of any African predator. Pushed to
the edge of suitable habitat by stronger predators (lion, leopard,
hyena and wild dog) cheetahs often find themselves in conflict with
humans. A delicate balance exists for the long-term survival of the
species.
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It seems that the
reason the lion did not
pursue the female or
the cubs was that his
own recent battle to
survive left him tired
and winded. Having
skirted a close brush
with death, and watch-
ing to assure the lion
moves off, the mother
heads in the opposite
direction. A few hours
later as the mother
and cubs rest under a
tree, a herd of impala
begins to move straight
towards the cheetahs.
The mother crouches
in a stalking position,
and the cubs instinc-
tively take cover while
their mother initiates
the hunt.

Keeping a sharp lookout, the
mother spots a herd of impala.




The chase is on and the cheetah heads into her last turn at full speed.




The mother quickly assesses the impala herd and
selects an individual. With a burst of speed, unmatched by
any other animal, she bolts toward a male impala. Reversing
the angle, the impala is now running for its life. As the pur-
suing cheetah rounds a corner at a speed of about eighty

kilometers (fifty miles) per hour, the fleeing impala springs
into the air.
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Seconds after we hear the impact, the cheetah comes into view from behind the bush - she is disemboweled.
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Once darted, the female moves to her brother for reassurance.
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The male cub puts up a fight against the drug, struggling for about five minutes before he succumbs.



A jackal surveys the cheetah carcass.

A few hours later, vultures devour the carcass in a matter of minutes.

180




Several weeks later the cubs are safe at The De Wildt Cheetah and Wildlife Centre.







It is estimated that the cheetah species evolved five and a half million years ago. Left
to its natural evolution, it is impossible to know how many more years this species would
survive. Itis clear, however, that man has interfered with this process. In a little more than
a few decades we have eradicated the cheetah in a large part of its original territory, pri-
marily through indiscriminate killing and habitat destruction.

Ancient Indian tribes had the foresight to view the impact of their judgements over a
period of seven generations. They realized that their decisions would reach far into the
future. That type of wisdom is rarely practiced today, resulting in policies, priorities and
actions driven by short-term interests. The consequences of this current thinking have
been devastating to nature worldwide.

Man’s impact on the environment has begun to accelerate at a rate that the earth can-
not sustain. Our destruction of species and habitat has created an imbalance in many nat-
ural systems. Through a network of intricate biodiverse ecosystems, nature has provided
resources for almost every need. Frequently we destroy the very places, such as tropical
rainforests, that hold natural solutions to future problems. This is a reckless and self-
destructive pattern. As this generation becomes more aware of the impact of our behav-
ior, it is incumbent upon us to re-evaluate the time frame in which we view the conse-
quences of our actions.

The cheetah is but one species propelled toward this expedited demise. Consider five
and a half million years of existence cut short by our lack of understanding and foresight.
It is too late to assume that the cheetah will survive without our assistance. We must make
a legitimate attempt to reverse the process we have initiated.

In a time when we possess the ability to technologically destroy all forms of life on our
planet, surely we can find a way to preserve what the earth has provided. It is time to
become accountable for what we have done. Accountability could begin by looking to the
wisdom of the past and making decisions that will consider the results seven generations
into the future. Maybe then species such as the cheetah will have a chance to survive.

Howard G. Buffett






185



The De Wildt Cheetah and Wildlife Trust International Cheetah Conservation Foundation
P.O. Box 1756 P.O. Box 4508

Hartbeespoort, 0216 Decatur, IL 62525

SOUTH AFRICA USA

Phone/Fax: 011.27.12.504.1921 Fax: 217.429.3988

E-mail: cheetah@dewildt.org.za E-mail: cheetahfoundation@yahoo.com

The International Cheetah Conservation Foundation is a United States based 501 (c) 3 organization
operating under the guidelines of the Internal Revenue Service for not-for-profit organizations.
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